Whilst sorting through Jill Perry’s things, came across this article from The Daily Telegraph and Morning Post dated Monday, March 21st 1960. Lynne & Martin Lloyd 15th April 2021.
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Amateur Costumier Makes
40 Dresses for £37

HE “doom ctiers” who denounce this age s the spectator
era of entertainment are far from right. For one thing,
they overlook the enthusiasm and vitality of all the

local amateur societies up and down the countey

A fine example of amateur enterprise is Miss Sylvia
Mackenzie who has just made, single-handed and for £37, 40
complete period costumes for
the opera “ Veronique,” which
the Oxted Operatic Society is
putting on at the Barn Theatre, | g
Osted, from March 30 1o | &
April 2. .

It took tremendous enthusi- | &
asm fo devote three months of &8
week-end lelsure to making this | §
yast wardrobe.  During the | &
week Miss Mackenzie has an o
exacting job a8 organising | &
secretary. at one of the foreign | &
embassies in London, o

1 tooa ceen several of the |§
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T haye seen several of the | &
dresses, including the betrothal

dress in white lace and satin | &
shown above right. It is | &=

almost unbelievable that pretty
and effective designs should
have been made on such a small
budget.

Bargains

The fabrics were mostly bar-
gains in Berwick Market: 350
yards of satins, taffetas, silks,
lace and net at prices varying
from Is 11d to 4s 2 yard. In
addition, 220 yards of ribbon
and more than three miles of
| cotion were needed.
' Embroideries have been in-
geniously simulated by
appliqué fabric and lace motifs.

“The costume designs are a
free translation of French
fashions of the 1840's,” she
told me. “I can't draw and 1
have not had any dressmaking
training. I just cut out free-
hand to the different sizes of
the casts It seems to work.”

Indeed it does. The cast are
delighted with their dresses,
particularly as they are new
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Indeed it does. The east are
delighted with their dresses,
particularly as they are new
and fresh-looking.

1 asked her how she had
coped with the sheer physical
labour in her spare time.

“1 couldn’t have managed
without my electric sewing
machine. Some of the head-
dresses which had to be done
by1 hand I even took to rehear-
sals.”

For the Paris florist’s seene,
all the cast were roped into
making artificial flowers.

I swonder whether other
amateur societies have equally
enthusiastic do - it = yourself
members? Or is Oxted
uniquely lucky?
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Sylvia Mackenzie dresses a
show. See Amateur Costumier.




