
New Musical Premieres at the Barn!
Caterham’s Joe McNeice, who has previously produced shows here at the Barn, including  (2014) and 

 (2015) is back with a brand new musical!
Having just graduated from the University of York in 

, Joe met his collaborator,
Matt Spalding, while working on student theatre productions.
Matt studied in the Department of Music at York and has recently
completed a Masters degree in Musical Direction from Mountview
Academy of Theatre Arts in London.

The musical is inspired by true events, as Joe explains, “Matt and I
I had been looking to write a musical together for some time, but
we couldn’t find a story that we wanted to tell. However, when I
heard the news that my grandmother was going to have to leave
her retirement home in East Grinstead because it was closing
down, inspiration struck!” Indeed, that’s where the similarities
between the real events and the plot of  end. The show follows a group of pensioners who hatch a daring
plan to carry out a diamond heist in order to save their retirement home from closure. Combining elements of farce, traditional
musical comedy and touching drama,  addresses a number of important issues faced by elderly people in
Britain today, including mental health and loneliness, whilst pushing the uplifting message that age should never get in the
way of living your life to the full.

The cast features some notable rising stars, including Em Barrett who has just graduated from the Royal Welsh College of
Music and Drama where she awarded the prestigious Welsh Young Singer of the Year prize, Josh Benson, who recently

appeared in Gary Barlow’s West End musical , and Martha Pothen,
who, after graduating from the Royal Academy of Music last year, has
most recently appeared in  at the Union Theatre in
London. Joe notes, “I’m absolutely thrilled that we are bringing our musical
to the Barn Theatre for its debut production, as the theatre holds very fond
memories for me and I wouldn’t be going into the industry without its early
support of my projects as a teenager.”
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 begin their exciting 2018/2019 season by celebrating their 20th Young Players’ August Workshop
with David Rowan as director .  David is a highly experienced and motivated Corporate Training
actor. He has worked as an actor, role-player, writer, facilitator and coach for on training, events
and Assessment Centres for companies such as: Sky, eBay, BBC, Nationwide, Exxon Mobil, BP,
Lambeth Council, Sellafield, Leaseplan and North Bristol Health Trust. David has  extensive
experience as a Theatre Director and as a stand-up comedian and YOPs are delighted to welcome
him back for his 20th season as their workshop director.
Anyone who appeared in those earlier shows is invited to the performance on 25 August at 7.00

pm and to meet up with David again.  Please contact secretary@oxtedplayers.co.uk to reserve a place.



“There are several Shadows tributes out there, and one or two of
them are pretty good - but I've never heard a band that completely
nails the whole sound with vocals too . . . until now. I have to say
that this blew me away. The emulation of the Shadows sound is spot
on, and the 'Cliff' vocals are uncanny. I feel qualified to make that
statement having worked with Cliff throughout the 90’s as part of
his band. This is as close as it gets!"

With many of our members working as session musicians in London
and the south east and performing with a diverse mix of artists
nationally and worldwide, Simply Dan are an incredible band who
faithfully capture the sound of Steely Dan.  The band was started in
late 2016 when members Mark Roadnight, Mark Claydon, Russ Parker
and Roger Evan decided to work on a band that that could deliver the
beauty and virtuosity of Steely Dan, while still portraying the fun of a
stage show.  A few of the members currently write for major recording
artists and decided to take that level of professionalism to this project.
They spent a few months finding the right players to join the group
and who also had a passion for replicating the sound of Steely Dan.
The band members have performed with such diverse artists as current
major vocalist Raye to Graeme Clark (wetwetwet), Tony Christie, Pee
Wee Ellis, Marcella Detroit and Liberty X to name just a few.
We are very excited to be bringing Simply Dan to the Barn Theatre,
where we will also be inviting local musician Steve Thurlow to perform
with us on the night.
It promises to be an evening not to be missed!

Our May production  provided great
entertainment for its audiences. The eight strong cast had laughed
their way through rehearsals but managed  to concentrate sufficiently
to give polished comedic performances during the run.  Having
praised every actor and the production team individually, Jon Fox of
NODA ended his review saying 

The full review can be read on our website at
www.oxtedplayers.co.uk .

After a welcome summer break, we now look forward to our  exciting
2018/19 season. Following the Young Oxted Players August
Workshop with David Rowan is our Autumn play, 

, the classic Lancashire comedy by Harold
Brighouse.  Our cast is Peter Damesick (Hobson), Martin Brackpool
(Will Mossop),  Jane Kortlandt (Maggie), Phoebe Sleeman (Vicky),
Luke Grizzell (Fred), Philippa Lucas (Alice), Chris Bassett (Albert),
Andrew Claringbull (Jim), Bruce Christie (Tubby), Shannen Knutsen
(Ada), Jackie Barrett (Mrs. Hepworth) and George Duda (Dr.
Macfarlane).

Our 2019 panto is  .  We welcome
a new production team of Jane Maisey (Director), Andy Rapps
(Musical Director) and Catherine Blundell (Choreographer).  There
will be a read through on Saturday 9 September at 2.00 pm and
auditions on Sunday 16 September from 11 am to late afternoon at
St. Peter’s Church Hall, Limpsfield.  Everyone is welcome to the read
through but you will need to become a member of the Society to
audition.  For further information about the show and characters
please go to our website  or contact the secretary@oxtedplayers.co.uk

Please also look out for the launch date  of our exciting  May  2019
production of,   an adaptation  by Gary Andrews
of the classic Jane Austen novel. The play requires  a large and varied
cast and anyone interested in learning more and getting involved
with the play are invited to attend the launch meeting in late
September.  Information about the play and  launch date will be
posted on our website and circulated to our membership very soon
but if you would like to register an interest in the production to ensure
you receive the details, please do contact us as above.
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